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upon my mind. As I grew up, the obsolete exuviae
of doctrine dropped off my mind like dead leaves
from a tree. They could not get any vital hold in
an atmosphere of tolerable enlightenment. Why
should we fear the attempt to instil these fragments
of decayed formulae into the minds of children of
tender age ? Might we not be certain that they
would vanish of themselves ? They are superfluous,
no doubt, but too futile to be of any lasting import-
ance. I remember that, when the first Education
Act was being discussed, mention was made of a
certain Jew who not only sent his son to a Christian
school, but insisted upon his attending all the
lessons. He had paid his fees, he said, for educa-
tion in the Gospels among other things, and he
meant to have his money's worth. " But your son," it
was urged, " will become a Christian." " I," he replied,
" will take good care of that at home." Was not the
Jew a man of sense? Can we suppose that the
mechanical repetition of a few barren phrases will
do either harm or good ? As the child develops he
will, we may hope, remember his multiplication table,
and forget his fragments of the Athanasian Creed.
Let the wheat and tares be planted together, and
trust to the superior vitality of the more valuable
plant. The sentiment might be expressed senti-
mentally as easily as cynically. We may urge, like